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Introduction
The pandemic has emphasized several life lessons:

Life is fragile. Wealth is temporary. Plans change.

 

You may feel overwhelmed by the new realities caused

by the pandemic and question whether your prayers

make a real difference, but remember the words of

James, the half-brother of Jesus who said, “The earnest

prayer of a righteous person has great power and

produces wonderful results” (James 5:16 NLT). 

 

Here is a guide to help you pray for your community.

Use the categories and Scriptures below as inspiration

to help you pray for the unemployed, government

officials, healthcare and essential industry workers,

those who are sick and immune-suppressed, and the

vulnerable populations of society.

Pray for the
Unemployed 
The pandemic has taken a toll on the economy, and

unemployment rates have skyrocketed. In this

challenging time, let’s pray for those in our community

who are unemployed, their families, and other victims

of the economic downtown. Pray for those who seek

work, asking God to give them fulfilling work very soon.

Now is an excellent time to remember that work was

the first responsibility God gave to man. In Genesis

2:15, we learn God placed man in the Garden of Eden

to tend, cultivate, and watch over it. Work is important

to God, and He knows and understands why it is

important to us.
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Pray for Leaders
In 1 Timothy 2:1-2 NLT, we read these words from the apostle

Paul: “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help

them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray

this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live

peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and

dignity.” Therefore, pray for government leaders at all levels –

local, state, and federal. Also, remember the words of Romans

13:7 which encourage us to respect and honor those in authority.

None of us have ever experienced a pandemic before, and

therefore, let’s ask God to give our leaders extraordinary wisdom

(James 1:5).

Pray for Essential
Industry Workers
If you keep up with the news, you have likely felt some anxiety for

healthcare workers and those in essential industries who must

carry out their responsibilities no matter what. At times like this, it

is helpful to remember the apostle Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians

1:8-11, when he discussed some especially troubling experiences

he encountered. He said: “We were under great pressure, far

beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life

itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But

this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God …

We have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you

help us by your prayers ...” Pray for God to give strength, help,

comfort, and wisdom to all who feel the pandemic's weight and

demands.
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Pray for the Sick
Mark 1:30 tells us Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high

fever, and Simon and Andrew told Jesus about her “right away.” May

we do the same and promptly tell Jesus about anyone we know who

is sick. Pray that God would restore the ill person to complete health

and vitality. You may also want to pray for people you don’t know

who are suffering or at significant risk for illness. Do this, for our

merciful God sees your heart and never forgets what you pray (Acts

10:4).

Pray for the
Vulnerable
Jesus is keenly interested in how we treat people, especially the

most vulnerable. In the Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew

25:1-46), we learn our compassion for others reveals our commitment

to God. Therefore, pray to see the needs of society’s most vulnerable

populations. Then, follow the teaching of James to find tangible

ways to support them. He said: “Suppose you see a brother or sister

who has no food or clothing, and you say, ‘Goodbye and have a good

day; stay warm and eat well’ – but then don’t give that person any

food or clothing. What good does that do?” (James 2:15-16 NLT).

May we never forget that we could provide the answer to someone

else’s prayer.
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